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During a visit to Mount Tsuneyama, I followed the
direction of our guide, Mr. Kitamura, and looked
out over the expanse of reclaimed land. It was once
a stretch of blue ocean, but is now a checkerboard
of fields intersected by roads and railways. The
transformation of the coastline — through land
reclamation — spoke to a broader logic of erasure
and repurposing. When viewed from above, the grid
of reclaimed plots resembles the small ceramic tiles
lining the walls of the former sento (Japanese public
bathhouse). It struck me then that the very bathtubs
inside had once also been filled — first with water,
then, later, with concrete, then covered over, lost
their original function and overwritten by time.
This installation draws on that double gesture: the
disappearance of water, and the memory it carries.

The humid atmosphere that once defined sento
reminded me of “ [H[B§ K ”, a seasonal phenomenon
from my hometown Guangzhou, sometimes also
called “ 3B #] .” When spring comes, warm air meets
cold surfaces, causing water to condense and drip
steadily down tiled walls. Here, I attempt to recreate

that overwhelming moisture. Artificial mist slowly
condenses into droplets, and their irregular falls
are captured by sensors, which then trigger sound
via a real-time computer algorithm. Mist, droplets,
and sound unfold in cycles of approximately eight
minutes, continuously appearing and disappearing.
Visitors can catch the water drops with their hands
— this simple act shifts the sonic output, subtly
altering the experience for everyone who follows. It’s
asystem of response, fragility, and reverberation.
The title Restitution of Tide draws on the layered
meanings of the Chinese term “ 3% #] ,” which refers
both to the return of humidity in Spring and to the
returning of sea waves. In an era marked by human'’s
relentless extraction from the earth, this work
gestures toward reversal: not to reconstruct the past,
but to return something to where it came from —
to allow the tide, at last, to return to the sea.

I am deeply grateful to all those who helped
realize this work, including Higashiyama-san,
Mari-san, Shimooka-san, Man-san, Honma-san,
Saito-san, and many others.
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Written by mafmadmaf
Guangzhou, June 4th 2025
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